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2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Burma-
U.S. Department of State

https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-righ
ts-practices/burma-draft/
e Reporting that the Burmese military recruited child
soldiers.
e Finding that the Burmese military forced civilians to act as
human shields.
e Alleging that more than 70,000 civilian homes have been
burned since the 2021 coup.

Myanmar’s military intensifying killing and torture of
civilians, UN says- Al Jazeera News, September 2024
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/9/17/myanmars-military-int
ensifying-killing-and-torture-of-civilians-un-finds

e Reporting that military junta authorities seize the children
of dissenters.

e Noting the torture of civilians with methods such as “being
suspended from the ceiling without food or water, being
forced to kneel or crawl on hard or sharp objects, the
introduction of animals such as snakes or insects or other
wild animals in order to provoke fear and terror in
individuals” as well as beatings with poles, bamboo,
electric wires, chains, and batons.

U.N. Sees ‘Human Rights Abyss’ in Myanmar as Military Kills
Civilians- New York Times, September 2024.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/world/asia/myanmar-human-
rights-abuse-un.html?unlocked_article code=1.1U4.sQr6.7LSBGju
8JHkT &smid=url-share
e Reporting that the Burmese military weaponizes “some of
the most depraved behavior utilized as methods of torture,”
including having fingernails pulled, burnings with cigarette
lighters and boiling water, intentional asphyxiation, and
being suspended from the ceiling without food or water.
e Alleging that both women and men suffer sexual violence
while in military custody.
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e Finding that on average, four people have died in military
custody every day since the coup.

Extension and Redesignation of Burma (Myanmar) for
Temporary Protected Status- United States Federal Register,
March 2024.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/03/25/2024-0610

4/extension-and-redesignation-of-burma-myanmar-for-temporary-
protected-status

e Noting that the Burmese military participates in forced
disappearances, gender-based violence, and excessive use
of force against civilians and dissenters.

e Alleging the weaponization of “ultranationalist,
pro-military armed groups to collect information on
opponents, spread propaganda, destroy property, and
engage in violent tactics as a means of ‘psychological
warfare’ against people in Burma, with the goal of
‘terrorizing civilians into submission.’”

e Reporting that the military engages in human trafficking of
adults and children for human shields, as well as forced
labor to benefit the regime.

Myanmar: Military Abuses Against Civilians Intensify- Human
Rights Watch, January 2024

https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/01/30/myanmar-military-abuses-a
gainst-civilians-intensify
e Detailing the Burmese military’s use of unlawful airstrikes
against civilians as a war tactic.
o Alleging that the Burmese military used cluster weapons
indiscriminately against civilians in December 2023.

MYANMAR: TWO YEARS AFTER COUP, GLOBAL
ACTION NEEDED TO HALT MILITARY’S ‘NATIONWIDE
ASSAULT ON HUMAN RIGHTS’- Amnesty International,
January 2023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/01/myanmar-coup-se
cond-anniversary/
e Alleging that 13,000 civilians are detained in inhumane
conditions under the military junta.
e Accusing the Burmese military of “arbitrary arrest, torture,
and murder.”

Shadow of Death: Use of civilians as human shields by the
State Administration Council (SAC) in Southeast Burma since
the coup, Karen Human Rights Group, July 2023

https://khrg.org/2023/07/23-3-bp1/shadow-death-use-civilians-hum
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Detailing the Burmese military’s use of civilian human
shields, including children.

Noting that the Burmese military hangs military uniforms
in the windows of civilian detention centers, ensuring that
rebels strike civilians first.

Reporting that villages occupied by the Burmese military
are intentionally and systemically starved.

Alleging that women captured by the Burmese military are
highly vulnerable to sexual violence including rape from
soldiers and commanders.

Myanmar military’s human rights abuses a ‘system exercised
from the top’- Al Jazeera, November 2023

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/1/myanmar-militarys-hu
man-rights-abuses-a-system-exercised-from-the-top

Reporting the military massacre of civilians seeking shelter
in a temple.

Alleging that “In many areas of the country, almost every
single person who ever held command had disappearances,
killings, rape or instances of torture allegedly committed by
units under their command,”

Noting that 54% of commanders in the Burmese military
were promoted after at least one atrocity such as killings,
rapes, torture, or forced disappearances.
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